
Tuesday’s Activity 
Activity 1  

Close Reader Habits - As you read the accounts(both texts), highlight phrases or sentences that 
show the point of view each author expresses about Pike’s expedition.  
 

Name:  

ZEBULON PIKE 
and the Source of the Mississippi 

 
by George Chester 

 
In August 1805, Zebulon Pike and a group of men left St. Louis, Missouri, to explore the 

little-known Mississippi River.  Their mission:  Find the river’s source, which is where it begins. 

Pike and his men traveled north along what would become the borders of Illinois, Iowa, 

Wisconsin, and Minnesota.  A pleasant autumn gave way to a brutal winter, and Pike and his men 

suffered horribly.  But on February 1, the expedition reached Lake Sang Sue, also called Leech Lake. 

Believing he had found the source of the Mississippi, an exhausted but overjoyed Pike claimed victory.  

But the truth is that Pike had failed.  Later explorers discovered that the Mississippi’s true 

source is Lake Itasca, roughly 25 miles west of Leech Lake.  Pike’s expedition was a disaster -- a brutal 

2,000-mile trip made in ice and snow for nothing.  

 

from 
The Journals of Zebulon Pike 
 

January 7, 1806.  Made but 11 miles, and then were obliged to send ahead and make fires every three 

miles; notwithstanding which the cold was so intense that some of the men had their noses, others their fingers, 

and others their toes frozen, before they felt the cold sensibly.  Very severe day’s march. 

January 12, 1806.  Went out and met my men...A tree had fallen on one of them and hurt him very 

much… 

January 13, 1806.  After encountering much difficulty we arrived...on Lake de Sable a little before 

night.  The ice being very bad on the Lake River...one sled fell through. 



February 1, 1806.  Left our camp pretty early...and arrived at Lake Sang Sue at half-past two o’clock.  I 

will not attempt to describe my feelings on the accomplishment of my voyage, for this is the main source of the 

Mississippi. 

 

 

Activity 2 

Answer the questions below  

1.  What is the topic of both passages?  

2. Why did Pike make the journey?  

3. Who wrote the history article? 

4. Who wrote the journal? 


